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Today there came te my office a bLrowm~eyed young woeman who had
Just returned frem China. A slender little persen weighing less than
& hundred pounds, she looked more like a high schoel girl than an “eld
China hend® just back from cosupying a ringside seat at our latest
undeclared ware

About two years ago she and her young doetor husbend went out
to China, he as a staff member of one of our university hespitals, she-

Q graduate nurse - to assist in the wards. late in July ef this year their
baby girl was born in the hespital where both of them have been serving.

When the baby was three weeks 2ld, the alr raids started. Fer
about a fortnight Helen md Doctor Ted* remained in the city. Whemever
she heard the menaeing hum of the enemy planes, Helem would hbitho
precious baby dosn into the cellar of their home for protectiom against
the bombs. Hardly a sultry August day passed but part or most of it was
spent in the stifling cellar as wave after wave of bombers flew overhead,
dropping their deadly cargoes.

Doctor Ted went on with his hospital work, now multiplied many
fold by the unending streem of w unded ocivilians. At first the dectors suspended
their operating whem the raids began, but after a time they went ocalaly
ahead with their surgery while the bombe >rashed about the eity.

Harried diplematio offieials urgently advised that all Americans
at onoe evacuate China. But Helem, Tector Ted, w.d all their Ameriean
colleagues in the niversity and the University Hospital, peinted out tiat
mtbqnnm“unt&mrh&m.nﬁﬁntﬁqmllmm
their Chinese friends and ce-workers.

At last Doctor Ted and the other members of the University group

¢ These are not their real names, of course.
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insisted that for the baly's sake Nelem and Dot mmst go for a time te the
ccolness and cemparative safety of the mountains mt Kuling, Reluotantly
Bol-qpﬁ,nimrutdﬁﬂnhw-nﬂ»ummt Journey.

After three days of travel in the mid-swmer heat = first em a

smll, overorewdsd, foul-smelling beat, and later by cart and sedsn ehair -
they reached Xulimg.

But they could find 1ittle of rest and comfort and even less of
peace and quiet. Day after day frantic consular offiecials urged them te
leave while they could. One by one the possidble avenues of eseape frem
China were closed, ’

Late one evening Dootor Ted arrived at Kuling loeking very sober.
OnlyclinglomotOntmopu.mthtuMhm«tst
any time. Regretfully he told Helen that he felt that she should take Det
back to Amerioa for awhile, for it would be almost impossible for se youmg
ahbyhlmintbcudﬁm,th'ynl@thnhm.hmmw
ahead,

Hcl‘nprmmd,bntinﬂumdukmdﬁg“thom.fmtor
Ted's recommendations. With several other mothers having mmall ohildred, and
arcvnrhuoqnndbysgooruh‘utoﬂm.mmnﬁolq
and dangerous journey to Homgkeng.

mmum:wummwmam
would be waiting to take them southward to Cantem. But no sueh train mas
irmediately avikilable. Days passed before a train was secured. Even when
mmuammztmmmwmuommmu.
With the railway glutted by military traffie and mumaced by air raids
their pregress was slow and halting.

m.tmmmmtm{mmxmm
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inte & veritable inferme. IEnexy planes seemsd te be everywhere, dropping
their bembde not only aleng the railway but also en the defunceless towms
and villages whose dwellers needed to de convinsed of the good will of
their friendly neighber.

Their arrival in Canton was marked by a terrific air raid. Bombs
fell like hail stomes in the area around the railwmy station. They ssyw
neighboring buildings blewn inte bits. Streets whieh am instant defore had
boen crowded with struggling humanity were strewn wi th mangled bdodies.

There was no one of their own mationality to greet the little
bend of Amerieans. After trying to plan their next movemsnts they somght
to find temporary shelter watil they could go on to Hongkenge In the ware
torn city it seemsd impossidle te find any refuge at all. Fimally they
wwmwmuumummmmmm
for their miserable ascommodations.

After a night of discomfort, slesplessness, snd constant memace
from the raids, a British good Smmaritan discovered them and toek them te
the eamparative somfort and safety of the Shamesem. Hers, tes, everything
was oversrowded, but they were grateful for the privilege of sleeping em the
floor until they ocould find transportation to Hongkeng.

Finally a small stesmer was seoured. They foreed their way to the

wharf through milling crowds of bewildered peocple. Loaded far beyend its

capacity, the boat moved slowly down Pearl River. Once mere they foumd them-
ulmvithrhmmuatmdrmuﬂthmmngnﬁoouyu-;
both banks, and even threwing up geysers of water from the river about them.
They reached Hongkeng, srd bearded a atommer hecded for Amerieas

That was some thres weeks ago. And now the brewn~eyed 1little lady whe lecks
1like a sixteem-year-old high scheel girl was sitting peasefully in my New York
office, desoriding her travels as ealmly as if she had just come over en the
Staten Island ferry.
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"How d1d Det stand the trip? I inguired.

"She was marvelous through it alle Of ccurse for the first few
weeks, with the erowds eand the travelling and the air ruids, she coulda't
sleep much, and had dark eireles under her syeos like s little old woran.
Didn't eat well, snd lost some weight I'm afraid. Now that I have her ina
quiet place she sleeps nearly all the time, and her sating should improve.”

But Helen herself was eager to do some questioming. "I have had
prestically no news of what has happendd at the University sinee I laft.
¥hat word have you had?”

I sketched brisfly the news we have received during reeent weeks
by oable and by China Clipper - of hew the University had goms ahead with
its plama for opening despite the ocontimuing air reids. Of hew as mmay as
possidle of both the American and Chinese stalf msmbders had remained on the

oaupus making preparations for the year's worke Of how the University had
sotually opemed for the autum ssmester end was carrying on its work, with
staff and students retiring to their dugouts when the sirens announced en approach~

ing raid end returning to their interrupted classes as sosn as the “all elesr"
signal sounded. Of how the administrative officers were struggling dospef~
etely to keep the institution going despite the large losses of regular income
from Chinese sources and the heavy emergensy expeuses necessitated by the
war conditions.

"What about the Nespital?” she asiked,

I showed her three ceblegrems from the Hospital reeeuntly trens-
mitted to us through the fasilities of the United States Lepartmsnt of State.

The first cable stated that all the other hospitals in the eity
had been wreoked by bomds and compelled to olese, throwing upon the Umiversity
Hospital the full burden of ecaring for the snermous nusber of wounded and
destitute oivilians. It contained an urgent plea that funds de secured in
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Ameries to purchase desperately needed medionl supplies and to assist with
the operating expenses of the hospital. The nmessage,signed by Sesretary
Cordell Tull, closed with ‘he statement "In tranmmitting this wessage the
Mperican Amdasaador states that the University Hespital is the omnly large
hospital now operating in the city and is dsing exeellent werk."” ‘

The cther twe eables from Dr. Ted and his colleaguss asked that
we purchese and forward st once by China Clipper lists of indispemsable drugs
and supplies costing about five thousand dellers, their esm stoek being
entirely exhausted snd nome being availadle anywhere in Chima.

"One of the things we are trying to do this week,”I teld her,
"is to find money to purchase those supplied.”

She sighede "low I wish I were at ths Hospital right newl If it
hadn't been for the baby, they could never have gotten me away. I wom't be
happy wntil I'm back there, where I beleng."

"Incidentally, young lady,"” it ccourred to me te ask, “"what are you
using for meney these dayst™

She sketched briefly the way in which she had made her journey
homeward on the slender travel allowance advanced to her by the leld treas-~
urer of the Universitys "I was able to save thirty-eight dellars, whieh I
must return to yous" She started to reach inteo her purse, then hesitated.

"I had to spend a few dollars out of that te buy Dot some olothes. Can I give

you thirty dollars now, and the balance in a few days?”

"I'm armzed that you could possibly save anything,” I saide
"Kesp the whole thirty-eight dollars for a few weeks umtil you can get
settled, them we will sdjust the mesoumt.”

The relieved lock in her eyes led me to ask another guestion.
"How do you stand om the matter of salary?”
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She explained to me that just before she left, she aud Dector Ted
had agreed that helf of their joint salary would be paid teo him em the field
and the other half to her here in Ameriemns “I'm afyaid it wem't be very
much though,® she added. " You knew that all the members of starf voted
this sumer that becauce #0 much of the University's inceme from Chinsae
sources 1s cut off by the war, we will all try te get slemg on 40f of owr
regular salary.”

* You folks can't possibly live on 40X of your salaries,” I saide
®We must get the "ocard ef Founders together to see if there igm't some way in
which they can find funds to provide at least a little more than that ~
for the Ameriean members of staff anyway."

She eriled andé shook her heads "The American memders of starf
agreed last summer that they would share whatever cut our Chiness staff must
takes ¥We wouldn't secept any restoration waless the ssme prevision could
be made for our Chirete collemgues.”

*%ell, suppose we do a bit of figuring,” I suggestede “‘he reguler
salary for y urself, Doctor Ted, and the baby is $110 per month. Forty peresmt
of thet is §44, Not so good.”

"That isn't the worst of it," she said a dit rwsfully. “You knew
Doctor Ted is still paying off a college dedt at the rate of $10 per month.”

"$hen that leaves cnly $34 per month « §17 fer Dector Ted snd
$17 for you and Tete You 'll starve to demth on ithat."

T looked at her appralsingly. Though attrastively dressed, her
elothing seemed to }m’«n bit lecsely about her slender body. “Why,you have
been losing weizht alresdy. The first thing you must do is to pwt o= about
ten pounds.”

She colored faintly. "Don't be alarmed. I bdorrowsd this dress

from my sister to coms to the office. You ses, I was able te bring very
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1ittle Yaggage from Chima, snd the few clothes I had with me dom*t loek very
presentadle.”

"It will be a long time before you eanm buy & new outfit « on $17Y
pér month « to say nothing of living expenses for y urself and the babdye"

*Our relatives have urged that Lot and I live with thems Of ccures
I w3:ldn't want to be dependent upon them 12 any eveat - bdut new I have a
special reason for earning some moneye."” An eager light ocame ints the bremm
eyes, "In addition to supperting the bdaby and myself, I nust asve up saoagh
money for a trip back to Chimme I nust stert the very minute the reids mmd
fighting in our oity have ended. I belong back inm the lospital with Lostor

Ted, snd T want te pet there as Soom as I ocane

"ihe hoepital here in Few York where I wasz a murse before I went to
China will take me back on ite staffe 5o I plan to find a little apartment
here in the eity, put Tot en a Lottle, and get baek imto mursing.”

I wanted te sy Lo her "Tou get some rest, talke care of that
precious baby, snd let the ‘gard of Founders do the worrying about providing
your support and pe‘ting you back %o the flelds" Tut I recembered the state
of the miversity's firances mnd the nultiplieity of its emergency needs. 3Se
I restrained »ny generous irmpulses, and asked the seccowting «1'fioce to rmle a
small advanee o her salary acoownt.

Then we hanied the cheek to her, her fmce lighted wpe “This loeks
like & sal! fortune. Now I ean pay iy nursing registration fee, rent roems
near the hospital, snc pet bmek to worke"

She hurrled saway, her head {illed with valisnt dremms of supperting
that precious baby end herself, mnd earning in addition siough money to get
back to Chinm some days As she left i rade cbeisance to the gallantry not eanly
of felen sand Toctor Ted, hut aleo of their hundreds of sslleaguss, beth Chinese
and Vestern, rolng forward courageously with their werk im all the Christian
Colleges and Universities of Chima., FPut I kmew that the burdsn they are
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"bearing in these days is too heavy for them.te earry alems, and that i
they are to cartinuwe lonz at their posts help must speedily be provided
for them.
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Mrs. Robert O Wilson
1105 Amsterdam Avenus
¥ew York City

Dear Mrs. Wilson:

Thank you for your note of ‘November lth, and also
for the draft of the story whiech you returned with a few no-
tations.

The friend who made a oontribution to bring yowr
salary back to normal for the next few months instrueted
that the gift be kept anomymous. I will however, convey
your thanks in dus course.

lomukinglr.nnnltomtoitthatrogu-'
hrraimm-dconyo\ruhrywoout.

We will look forward with interest to seeing the
diary which Dr. Bob is writing.

Glad to learn that the baby is doing nicely. We
are troubled lest it is too large a load for you both to take
.uréofhermdd«tomryonyowmingmk.bntn :
Xnow you will susceed in the undertaking if anyome coulde.

We will try to see to it that you receive copies .
of all informational material from Hankinge Mre Wheeler
is sending out a news letter this week, and I am giving him
s notation to be sure that your name is included.

With all good wishes, I am

Very sincerely yours,




December 27, 1937

~

Mrs, Bobert O, Wilson
1105 Amsterdam Avenue
New York City

Dear Mrs. Wilaons

411 of us have read with the keenest interest
Dr. Bob's diary running from August 15th through October
19th. We will await with keen interest additional instalw
lments which are no doubt on the way,

I am wondering what plan you have as to the ule
timete disposition of this very waluable material, Already
we have made some publicity use of 4{t, but there 4s an
almost inexhaustible store of materizl which we have mot
yet used, and which we would be glad to utilize from time
to time as opportunity offers. On the ether hand, I am
sure that you and Dr. Bob would like to shire this materfal
with other members of your families.

Because of the volume of material, it would be a
rather expensive job to type off additional copiess Posw
sibly some condensed version could be prepered by teking
excerpts of the greatest general interest. We would be
grateful for your suggestions and instructions.

In the hope that you and the daughter .enjoyed
a very pleasant Christmes, I am

Very sincerely yours,
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January 21, 1938 .

¥rs. Robert O. lnm,
1105 Ameterdam Avenus,
Hew York ciw.

Dear Marjorie:

X belleve that from January 1lst on the Nemidng Founders
will be able to restore from our emergency funds the salary cuts
of the Western staff at Nanking. So we won't need amy ger to
depend upon the generosity of the anonymous benignm godparemt who
felt inspired to help you, Elizabeth, and Doctor Bob.

hvrituztothnnkozn-kndlyfrind.l'dnkolfpoa-
sible to send him a picture of your charming self and your charm-
ing daughter. Do you have such a picture, preferably ome quite
recent so as to show how the young lady has growm? Something
simple like a snapshot would do quits well if £t does the two of
you & fair amount of justice. I have a faint hope that you
might have had pictures takem recently for Doctor Bob*s benefit,
though I know that i3 guite & long chance.

If you don't have anything in the lime of plctures,
would you give me & ring on the phone, and let®s see what we can
scheme up.

In sending a picture it would be nice to autograph it
with some appropriste expression of thamks, as for instance *To
& falry godparent, from Elizebeth Wilson and her mother®, or
something of that sort. ~

Bvery variety of good wishes.
COrth.Iy,




Mrs. Robert 0. Wilson
1105 Amsterdam Avemus
Mew York City

Dear Marjorie:

Thanks for the picture of little Miss
Elizabeth. 8he is a 'very charming youmg lady. But
I am sorry that you did not also send us a pciture of
yourself, for that would have been of great interest
to & certain anonymous friend.

: I am sending along the picture of Elizabeth
at this time but I still reserve the possibility af coming
later on for pictures of yourself and Dre Bob.

The latest instalment of Dr. Bob%s diary
is particularly interesting. Rex Wheeler is trying to
find some effective chamnel for giving it the publfcity
it deserves.

Very cordially yours,

Rl 1 A0 g
s Rt S 'l'-(i‘ R T
v Y L iR »&;,..M«M‘, g




Pebruary 17, 1938

Mrsy Robert 0, Wilson
415 West 115th Street
Rew York Ottg

Dear Marjorie:

Thank you for your letter of February m-mdmu‘lmo 50
of Dre Bob's diary. We are putting this materisl with the parts of the
diary we already have,

Roxlhaolcrhubunttyingtoﬂndmugsmmmeould
publieh tais material. He narrowly missed getting 4t in the Atlamtic
¥onthly, mtrouthntthqur‘notnbhtomoumthurmn
Mwamma,qureltmtmlqlmwuldh
too late. Ibonnoh.hmlepl.ormothor possible leads,

Thank you for sending us your new address. At your corvenience
will you let us know your new telephone number?

Very cordially yours,




Saranae Leke, N.Y.
August 11, 1938

Dear Marjorie:

Your letter of July ®4th reached the office just as
I was dashing off for a few weeks' vacatiom, so I brought it along.
Morgaret and I have enjoyed this latest letter from Doctor Bob.
Gledhe was able to get away to Shanghai for & brief breathimg space.
I return the letter herewith.

1f the situstion im November is such as to permit your
zotting beck to China of course our office will be glad to help with
the errengements. Vhat may hapren in Chime during the months ahcad
is still filled with unmcertainty. If the Chimese can contimue their
presemt resistance amother year or so umtil the Jepanese sre worn out
or other matioms take & hemd im the sitwmtion, we might have another
period of terrorism through the lower Yamgtze Valley as the Japanese
withdraw. On the other hamd, if the Japamese keep control, they will
undoubtedly make 1ife withim the inmterior of Chisa inoreasisgly impos-
sible for Am-ricans. Lovely prospest either way.

I'm passing your letter along to iir. Evans, with a request
that he see whether therser any steps we should take to help you with
your plans before I return lster this momth. After that I'11 be glad
%o help in any way I can. -

e want to see young Mi:s Elizabeth some of these days.
I can arpreciate the fact that she is getting to be quite a young lady
now, and is rapidly gaining poise and dignity.

Cordially,
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T8SD 54 COLLECTY W
SD WASHN DC AUG 26

MRS ROBEMT O WILSON - 7~ P
415 N 115TH ST KEW YORK CITY

TELEGRAM FROM AMERICAN EMBASSY, NANKING, AUGUST 26, TRANSMITS FOLLOWING
MESSACE FOR YOU QUOTE YOUR PRESENCE URGENTLY MEEDED ON HOSPLTAL BURSING
STAFF, BOOK MAERSK NOVEWEER 30 IF POSSIBE, IF NOT AVAILABLE TRY IECEWEER

it o5 PM 6 4y

15 MAERSK KLAVEIESS OR ANY OTWER SVAILABLE BOOKING. AM NELL AND WOPE TO
>

EET YOU am,pos DAY LOVE BOB END QUOTE
’ CORDALL MULL SECY OF STATE
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Aug. 27, 1958, s\

wifully glad that you are back from your vacation,
mercerarv) as I feel that I can go to you with all

sible.  Enclos=-
Bob would not
hed told him that
Tovember.

to work at the
returned alked wit] Daniels about 1it
York last spring. He was due to arrive in Shanghai
ag tn proceed immediately fto Nanking (Ir yermitted) The
onuuwcied with his arriva e of course do not know.
Boh wrote from Shanchai in May saying that Nanking was
several families to return in Pept. and he hoped we
in Oct. or Nov. le has never said anything about working

‘,:4_“\

und that the Maersk
to Shanghai) All the

him that 1
et me know by

Greer and
the impres=-
letters are

n the Oct.,
talking. it over
1d are using it
preciate it if
Vr., Wheeler
5 in gsuech a
I am sure
Direst is
the money
e may have
term and every

4.1

the Univ,
the under-

vhole trip is
vhen I arrived
o - buy  “he things

I hope this wil) help, I': e Wilsons are such a
lot of trotble for you.

r

Sincerely,

-










September 21, 1938

Mrse hobert Ailson
415 West 1l5th Street
Hew York Uity

Dear murjories

Thanks for your letter of September l5the

; i ;
il b s RO bl

In accoruance with our conversation, “re Evans and
I sent out & cablc to the Nenxing Hospital asking whether they
kished to nske wn ofiicial reyuest for your returne Thus far,
we have hed no mgplys. &5 soon &8 any word reaches us we @ill
pass 1t along 10 you.

¥e will be interested to leurn what happens to your

agplication for un extenfion of your passports The experience
of all of our other China Colleges people has been thet applica=
tion: for renewsls of pessports, s well ws spplicutions for
new passports, ere always turned down ut Washington unless they
are accompunied by an official letter from us stating that the
return of the staff mewber is & uetter of urgent unecessity.

~ Once such an applicetion hes been turned down it is doubly difficult
to secure favorable action luter even though we put on 2ll the pres—
sure we Cuie

We are trying to get & copy of Timberley®s book, ™ihat
far Means™ and wiil sead it along &s soon &s we succeed. So far as
we know, Dr. Bates is not plaaning to join the University in Chengtu
but expects to stay on the campus in Banking and to help with the work
therees .

Just as soon as some reply comes from Nanking, we will
take up the matter of your return with our Nanking Executive Com=
nittee, and should then be in & position to discuss more intelligemtly
the matter of your steamer accommodations. We can &ppreciale the emo-
tions with which you huve td endure these delays in the working out of
your plans for return to China, but hope thet decisions can be reached

before wery longs

Very cordially yours,
BAGMP

v ¢ g sy i
i i obiesan s xSt i s o R




Sept., 23, 1938,

Enclosed is t that I receiv2d from *he State

4

The Digest is out, you have probably seen it. I tried
v

out one line in particular but could not work fast
nly different from what I expected and was led to
shoudd have gone about the whole thing diff('reutl)l,

r mail from Bob written on Aug. 16 i 20
1 ith or without his name, he did not care. The
;- I micht not be able to get up to Nanking or
Wim 1 if: he came to meet us. Ifdon't
until ‘X hear what the reaction is

fonlish question,
the best place
get together
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Hovever, have thought
nd t from Bob
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hecause Bok
: expresses it As long a
Marjorie Wilson and daughter
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September 26, 1938
Dear Marjorie:

We can appreciate your emotions these days. But don®t
worry too much - wefll get you and Dr. Bob together again yet.

An official cable came from Manking Friday moraing re-

questing your return. The Nanking Executive Committee that

authorised us to proceed with urrangements for your journey.
While we will have to leave to the hospital authorities the final
decision as to the source from which your outgoing travel expenses
are to be met, we will be glad to give you such aild in meeting these
expenses &8 you may require and will report the figures to the hos-
pital authorities for their disposition.

The letter from the State Department is the one we knew
they would write. HNvans is writing Shipley making an offticial re-
quest for your return, amnd there is a fair hope that the Department

will approve the extension of your passport.

,Until we can get word from Washington, sit tight and don't :
worry. And obviously you shouldn't send any cables or take any other
radical steps until we have hud a chance to talk over any moves you
may think of making. We are nearly as anxious to get you back as
you are to go. If it isn't safe for you and the young daughter to
go to Nanking, or if you don't want to stay in Shanghal awhile until
the situation up-river is clarified, you and the Doctor can veto the
trip, but we will at least try o open the way if you do want to goe

Cheerio.

Mrs. Robert O. Wilson,
415 West 115th Street,
Bew }ork, .o Ya
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Nrs. Robert O. Wilson
415 West '116th Street
..' YOl'k. .. !Q

Dear Mrs. Wilsons

~ Mre Garside wrote you on September 26th, tut sube
sequent to that we received word from the State Departasnt
indicating that the Department would be agreeable to issuing
your passport under eertain restrictioasd conditions. W¥We have
recsived copies of this letter and undoubtedly you have also
received the passport.

The action of the Executive Committee of the University
of Fanking makes it possible for you to proceed at your convem-
ience in securing sailings. We shall be glad to cooperste with
you in this respect, when a decision is reached as to the time
you desire to sail.

Flease bear in mind that the less expensive sccommode~
tions are absorbed very rapidly.

Very truly yours,

Ce A. EVANS

Bl DA - » . TR TP T AR Y
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Nrs. Robert Wilsem
415 West 115th Street
New York, N. Y,

Dear Mrs. Wilsons

Nro. Garside has turned over to me your letter of
Ootober 16th, and we rejoice with you that the way seems to
be open for your return to the Oriemt. We note that the reserva=
tions have been made on the "EBmpress of Asia" sailing Decesber 24th.

Nost certainly we will take ocare of Elisabethfs insurence
for you in the usual manner for those who are on the field.

Nost assuredly we are looking forward to seeing you be=
fore you leave for the weste.

smenﬁ yours,
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